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“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.  
2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises 

upon you and his glory appears over you.  3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to 

the brightness of your dawn.  4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and 

come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the 

wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come.  
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah.  And all from 

Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.  

 

I don’t know that I’ve ever actually witnessed something being unveiled.  I’ve seen it in 

commercials and TV shows and movies; I’ve read about it in books.  Maybe there’s a car 

commercial that opens on the next year’s model, but it’s covered over with what looks like a 

large sheet.  It’s intended to build up a bit of suspense because you want to know what’s under 

that sheet, and then there’s the big reveal as the new car is unveiled.  I’ve seen shows where a 

newly commissioned statue or piece of artwork or even an entire building receive the same 

treatment.  Not too long ago it was common place for brides to wear a veil during their 

weddings, but I’ve been to dozens of weddings and I can’t recall any of the brides wearing a veil. 

I suppose the closest I’ve come to seeing something unveiled is the custom we have of 

wrapping gifts for birthdays and Christmas.  The intent is really the same, the wrapping paper or 

the gift bag conceal what’s inside to build up suspense and curiosity until finally the gift is 

revealed.  And for some reason that makes it better than just being handed the gift unwrapped, 

doesn’t it? 

Today we’re gathered here to celebrate the Festival of Epiphany.  “Epiphany” comes 

from the Greek word that means “to appear” or “to be revealed.”  On Epiphany and the Sundays 

following it we take a look at the unveiling of the greatest gift that has ever been given: the 

Savior Jesus, whom God in His great love sent into this world to save us from our sins.  Two 

weeks ago, we celebrated the arrival of that gift of our Savior and what is so remarkable about 

Christmas is the manner in which Jesus came into this world.  He did not appear as we might 

imagine the Son of God would appear, instead He came to us wrapped up, veiled in human flesh, 

so that for all the world He looked and appeared to be just like any other human being, ten 

fingers, ten toes, and two little eyes.  But wrapped up in that human flesh, despite appearances, 

Jesus was not like any other human. 

In time, He would be unveiled, revealed for whom He truly was: The Son of God and the 

Savior of the nations. Our gospel lesson this morning told us the familiar account of some wise 

men from a far-off land who were led by a star in the sky to the home of Jesus in the town of 

Bethlehem.  God revealed to those men that Jesus was more than just a boy.  He revealed to them 

that Jesus was the Messiah.  And so they came and worshipped him. 

The lessons that we’re going to be looking at over these next eight weeks—really from 

now through Easter—are your star of Bethlehem.  The Word of God which we study here are 
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words which He had written down so that you, just like those wise men would be led to Jesus, 

and so that you, like them, might come to see that Jesus was not just a boy, not just a man, but 

that He is the Son of God and He is your Savior from your sins.  There’s a reminder of that here 

in our church logo which has an open Bible with a star of Bethlehem rising out of it.  A reminder 

that God has called us out of the darkness by the light of His Word to connect us to His Son and 

the salvation which He won for us.   

Our text this morning is the passage we read from Isaiah 60 and I’d like to share those 

first three verses with you again.  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the 

LORD rises upon you.  2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the 

peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and His glory appears over you.  3 Nations will come 

to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

This past week was a big one for a lot of people for making New Year’s Resolutions.  

Now I don’t know if you’re into making resolutions or not but I’m going to challenge you to 

memorize Isaiah 60:1 and make it your resolution for 2017.   Rise and shine, for your light has 

come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.  I’m going to challenge you to make that a 

resolution not just for the year, but for each individual day.  I’m going to challenge you to pray, 

as you get up in the morning every single day, that God would guide you by the light of His 

Word to rise up out of the darkness of sin and to let your light shine. And finally, I’m going to 

challenge you to do it, to actually rise and shine. 

Now, statistically, New Year’s Resolutions don’t go very well.  By today, just one week 

into the new year, almost a third of the resolutions that were made last Sunday have already been 

broken.  So what are our chances if we challenge ourselves to rise each day and shine?  Look! 

Isaiah says, Darkness covers the whole earth.  Thick darkness is over all people.  And that’s 

the darkness of our sin.  It’s the darkness of our sinful human flesh that rebels against God, that 

seeks to serve only ourselves, and that damns us to the punishment of death and hell.  That 

darkness covers all people, even you and even me.  And so if we try to rise and shine on our own 

it isn’t going to happen, not for two thirds of us, not for one third, not for any of us.  But on 

those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given (Is 9:2,6).   

And God has revealed that Son whom He gave us to be the Savior of the nations.  By His 

perfect life and innocent death Jesus has set you free from the darkness of your sins.  He has 

given you a new life, a new year, a new day—freed you from death so that that you could live for 

Him as a new creation.  So rise and shine.  Resolve yourself to live each day for Him.  Ask Him 

for help to rise up above temptation and to let the light of His love shine in your life.  Ask Him 

for the power to live like that and He will give it to you.  He promises to in His Word.  As you 

live each day for Him remembering all that He has done for you, you will have peace and joy. 

It’s mind-boggling, beyond anything you and I can understand, the amount of love that 

God has shown us in sending His Son to die for our sins, and by unveiling that great mystery of 

His love for us in His word.  It’s even more amazing and humbling that He would then use us as 

little stars of Bethlehem to lead other people to Jesus.  But that’s what He says in verse 3. 

Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your shining.  When we rise 

over the power of temptation and shine out of the darkness of sin by the power of God, our 

words and actions have the power to lead those who witness them to Jesus. 

God has revealed His Son to us as the Savior of the Nations and now He sends us out to 

the nations to share His glory with them.  Take some time tomorrow morning, and the morning 

after that, and the morning after that to start your day off with a prayer.  Lord Jesus help me 
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today to rise.  Help me to conquer the self-serving desires of my sinful nature so that I can live 

this day for you.  Help me to persevere through the struggles and trials that I’m faced with. 

Whatever I do today, help me to do it to the best of my ability to glorify you and to bring you 

praise.  And Lord Jesus help me today to shine.  You have shown me such incredible love by 

taking away the guilt of my sins and giving me the gift of eternal life and salvation.  Help me to 

reflect that love today in whatever way is possible whether that be with a cheerful word, a 

helping hand, or best of all with an opportunity to share the message of your saving grace. 

If we can start our day with a prayer like that, and make our way through each day with 

those attitudes in mind, it’s going to have an incredible impact on our lives and on the lives of 

those around us.  Rise and shine for your light has come.  He came to us wrapped up in human 

flesh, but God reveals to us through His word that He is the Savior of the Nations.  And that 

means He is your Savior.  May His light shine in your hearts and in your lives and may the peace 

of His love which surpasses our understanding keep your hearts and minds in Him. 

Amen.  

 

 

 


